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Among persons who are solicitous to credit warfare with
many evil consequences it is not unusual to hold that the
mortality of war works a permanent detriment to the popu-
lation by destroying "the best" of the male population and
selectively leaving the dependents, delinquents and defeo;
tives to continue the breed. The modicum of truth in this
sensational allegation is not to be denied, but the necessary
qualifications are nearly sufficient to set it aside. "The best,"
as contemplated by this proposition, are the best for the war-
like purpose, not necessarily for any other. And under the
Mendelian rule of heredity, breeding from what may be
called the "depauperate" representatives of this hybrid
stock should in the course of some two or three generations
give the same results as breeding from the best exemplars.
Some slight and transient lowering of the average is doubt-
less to be looked for from this cause; but the current state
of the European populations in respect of physical vigor
and of the other qualities of manhood should be sufficiently
reassuring on this head, in so far as touches the long-term
effect of mortality in war. These populations have been sub-
jected to a selective weeding-out of the men fit for warlike
consumption, ever since the barbarian invasions began, and
there is not the slightest evidence of a lower average fitness
in their manhood today than at any previous period.